
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 1: Revelation Chapters 1 - 3 
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Introduction to the book of 

Revelation 

“Please couldn’t I have just one piece of 

Turkish Delight to eat on the way home?” 

“No, no,” said the Queen with a laugh, “you 

must wait till next time.” 

This quote is from C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe…one of my favourite 

books! Edmund has just met the Queen of 

Narnia and is lured by the promise of Turkish 

Delight to lead his siblings to her house. 

Edmund thinks that the Queen will make him 

heir to her throne, and his siblings duke and 

duchesses. The reader knows that this is a 

trap. The Queen is not a benevolent ruler. 

She is the White Witch who makes it always 

winter but never Christmas, until Aslan brings 

her wicked rule to an end.  

Lewis’ story is an engaging work of fiction but 

it also points to deeper truths. Aslan’s death 

on behalf of Edmund’s treachery speaks of 

Jesus’ death to atone for humanity’s sin. 

Aslan’s resurrection and defeat of the Witch 

speaks of Jesus’ defeat of sin and Satan. The 

children’s participation in the battle brings to 

mind the role that Christians play in bringing 

about the Kingdom of God. 

But why start a study of Revelation with an 

overview of a children’s story? The book of 

Revelation uses vivid and at times, disturbing 

imagery that can put us off approaching this 

book of the bible. We may wonder whether 

the title, ‘obscuration’ or ‘mystification would 

be a better title, rather than Revelation! 

However, imagery can communicate truth in a 

way that stirs our hearts as wells as our 

minds, so comparing Revelation with Lewis’ 

story isn’t a bad place to start thinking about 

Revelation.  

However, Lewis’ story doesn’t clear 

everything up. While the image of a witch as 

an archetype of evil is familiar to us, 

Revelations pictures of beasts, locusts and 

lampstands may be less familiar and their 

meaning less clear. How do we make sense 

of these images?  

The purpose of our summer bible study 

series is to try to understand Revelation’s 

imagery and what it meant to John and the 

churches he was writing too and what does 

this have to say to us, our faith and our 

churches today. 

Who is John? 

John, the disciple who Jesus loved, wrote 

Revelation as part letter and part prophecy.  

Revelation comes at the end of the Christian 

canon (the New Testament). This scripture 

flows out of John as he translates his vision 

into written text. To fully appreciate 

Revelation’s meaning and richness we need 

to read it in light of the biblical texts that John 

makes reference too. John does not simply 

quote Scripture, rather, he reinterprets Old 

Testament texts through the lens of Jesus.  

What is John’s key message? 

In the midst of the temptations and 

challenges that Christians face while living 

between Jesus’ ascension and future return, 

Revelation’s readers are called to be 

victorious. That’s us and the first Christian 

communities, as we live in the time between 

Jesus’ ascension and future return. 

But what does John mean by victorious? The 

word victorious comes from the Greek word 

nikao, which can also be translated as 

conquer, overcome, triumph or prevail.  

For all of the complexities of Revelation’s 

imagery and structure, its message is clear: 

be victorious by standing firm in the salvation 

that comes through Jesus and bearing 

witness to this salvation whatever the cost. 

Revelation, reveals this message to its 

readers by immersing its readers in an 

alternative perspective on reality. 

For the seven churches to whom John wrote, 

it may have looked as though the fledgling 

church would not survive, let alone thrive. The 
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treat of persecution loomed and the lure of a 

conflict-free life tempted believers to 

compromise their allegiance to Jesus. By 

revealing reality from God’s perspective, 

however, Revelation challenges distorted 

perceptions. It is not the Roman Empire that 

is victorious, but the Lamb. Belivers’ 

afflictions, though real, are temporary. The 

White Witch is not to be trusted. The 

temptation of Turkish Delight is to be resisted. 

Aslan has triumphed and our allegiance is 

his! 

So let us open the wardrobe/book cover and 

delve into the first three chapters of 

Revelation… 

Revelation 1  

Prologue 

1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God 

gave him to show his servants what must 

soon take place. He made it known by 

sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who 

testifies to everything he saw—that is, the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud 

the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 

those who hear it and take to heart what is 

written in it, because the time is near. 

Greetings and Doxology 

4 John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and 

who was, and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits[a] before his throne, 5 and from 

Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the 

kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from 

our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be 

a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 

Father—to him be glory and power for ever 

and ever! Amen. 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”[b] 

    and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

    and all peoples on earth “will 

mourn because of him.”[c] 

So shall it be! Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 

Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 

to come, the Almighty.” 

John’s Vision of Christ 

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the 

suffering and kingdom and patient 

endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the 

island of Patmos because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the 

Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what 

you see and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,

 Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

12 I turned around to see the voice that was 

speaking to me. And when I turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the 

lampstands was someone like a son of 

man,[d] dressed in a robe reaching down to his 

feet and with a golden sash around his 

chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like 

wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 

blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze 

glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like 

the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right 

hand he held seven stars, and coming out of 

his mouth was a sharp, double-edged 

sword. His face was like the sun shining in all 

its brilliance. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30703a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30706b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30706c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30712d
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17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 

dead. Then he placed his right hand on 

me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First 

and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was 

dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and 

ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what 

is now and what will take place later. 20 The 

mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my 

right hand and of the seven golden 

lampstands is this: The seven stars are the 

angels[e] of the seven churches, and the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches. 

Revelation 2 

To the Church in Ephesus 

2 “To the angel[a] of the church in 

Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the 

seven stars in his right hand and walks among 

the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your 

deeds, your hard work and your 

perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked people, that you have tested those 

who claim to be apostles but are not, and 

have found them false. 3 You have persevered 

and have endured hardships for my 

name, and have not grown weary. 

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have 

forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider 

how far you have fallen! Repent and do the 

things you did at first. If you do not repent, I 

will come to you and remove your 

lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this 

in your favor: You hate the practices of the 

Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give the right to eat from the 

tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

To the Church in Smyrna 

8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These are the words of him who is the First 

and the Last, who died and came to life 

again. 9 I know your afflictions and your 

poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the 

slander of those who say they are Jews and 

are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do 

not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. 

I tell you, the devil will put some of you in 

prison to test you, and you will suffer 

persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to 

the point of death, and I will give you life as 

your victor’s crown. 

11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 

victorious will not be hurt at all by the second 

death. 

To the Church in Pergamum 

12 “To the angel of the church in 

Pergamum write: 

These are the words of him who has the 

sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where 

you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you 

remain true to my name. You did not 

renounce your faith in me, not even in the 

days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was 

put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 

14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against 

you: There are some among you who hold to 

the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to 

entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate 

food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual 

immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those 

who hold to the teaching of the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30719e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30720a
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Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I 

will soon come to you and will fight against 

them with the sword of my mouth. 

17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give some of the hidden 

manna. I will also give that person a white 

stone with a new name written on it, known 

only to the one who receives it. 

To the Church in Thyatira 

18 “To the angel of the church in 

Thyatira write: 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose 

eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are 

like burnished bronze. 19 I know your 

deeds, your love and faith, your service and 

perseverance, and that you are now doing 

more than you did at first. 

20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You 

tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 

a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my 

servants into sexual immorality and the eating 

of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her 

time to repent of her immorality, but she is 

unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of 

suffering, and I will make those who commit 

adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they 

repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children 

dead. Then all the churches will know that I 

am he who searches hearts and minds, and I 

will repay each of you according to your 

deeds. 

24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to 

you who do not hold to her teaching and 

have not learned Satan’s so-called deep 

secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden 

on you, 25 except to hold on to what you 

have until I come.’ 

26 To the one who is victorious and does my 

will to the end, I will give authority over the 

nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an 

iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 

pottery’[b]—just as I have received authority 

from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the 

morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Revelation 3 

To the Church in Sardis 

3 “To the angel[a] of the church in Sardis write: 

These are the words of him who holds the 

seven spirits[b] of God and the seven stars. I 

know your deeds; you have a reputation of 

being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! 

Strengthen what remains and is about to die, 

for I have found your deeds unfinished in the 

sight of my God. 3 Remember, therefore, what 

you have received and heard; hold it fast, and 

repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come 

like a thief, and you will not know at what 

time I will come to you. 

4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who 

have not soiled their clothes. They will walk 

with me, dressed in white, for they are 

worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will, like 

them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out 

the name of that person from the book of 

life, but will acknowledge that name before 

my Father and his angels. 6 Whoever has ears, 

let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. 

To the Church in Philadelphia 

7 “To the angel of the church in 

Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of him who is holy and 

true, who holds the key of David. What he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30746b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30749a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30749b
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opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no 

one can open. 8 I know your deeds. See, I 

have placed before you an open door that no 

one can shut. I know that you have little 

strength, yet you have kept my word and 

have not denied my name. 9 I will make those 

who are of the synagogue of Satan, who 

claim to be Jews though they are not, but are 

liars—I will make them come and fall down at 

your feet and acknowledge that I have loved 

you. 10 Since you have kept my command to 

endure patiently, I will also keep you from the 

hour of trial that is going to come on the 

whole world to test the inhabitants of the 

earth. 

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you 

have, so that no one will take your 

crown. 12 The one who is victorious I will make 

a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again 

will they leave it. I will write on them the 

name of my God and the name of the city of 

my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming 

down out of heaven from my God; and I will 

also write on them my new name. 13 Whoever 

has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches. 

To the Church in Laodicea 

14 “To the angel of the church in 

Laodicea write: 

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 

and true witness, the ruler of God’s 

creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are 

neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either 

one or the other! 16 So, because you are 

lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about 

to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am 

rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need 

a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are 

wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I 

counsel you to buy from me gold refined in 

the fire, so you can become rich; and white 

clothes to wear, so you can cover your 

shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your 

eyes, so you can see. 

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and 

discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I 

am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with that person, and they 

with me. 

21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the 

right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 

was victorious and sat down with my Father 

on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
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Time to Discuss and Reflect 

Revelation 1 – 3 uses lots of visual imagery 

(like clouds and light stands) which the 

original readers would have understood to be 

signs of the divine, kingly role of Jesus. 

What symbols represent authority and power 

today? 

What do these symbols say about what it 

means to be a ruler? 

What does it mean for Jesus to be our divine 

ruler? 

 

Revelation 1 – 3 describes seven churches 

who are each facing difficulties, but only two 

remain faithful to Jesus. 

Highlight what obstacles are faced by each 

community.  

Now imagine Jesus walking amongst these 

‘lampstands’ as in 1:12, tending to their 

needs.  

 

 

How can we draw comfort from knowing that 

Jesus is walking alongside us and our church 

and community amongst the difficulties we 

are facing? 

The church in Laodicea is criticised as being 

like ‘lukewarm’ water – neither medicinal like 

hot springs, nor drinkable and refreshing like 

cold springs, but instead ineffective because 

it fails to recognise its dependence on Jesus.  

Do you think our church is hot, cold or 

lukewarm? 

 

How do you think our church is perceived by 

those who are involved on the margins or visit 

occasionally? 

 

 

 

 

Going deeper into the images 

Revelation uses… 

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and 

“every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will 

mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen.” 

(Revelation 1:7) 

If we’re not familiar with the books of Daniel 

and Zechariah, these words may seem quite 

cryptic. What is the significance of the 

clouds? Why do people mourn? Examining 

the Old Testament references clarifies John’s 

meaning. 

Jesus: The Eternal King 

In Daniel 7, Daniel has a vision in which he 

sees four beasts coming out of the sea. 

These beasts represent human kingdoms. 

Though they look powerful, they are cast into 

the shadows by the vision of the Ancient of 

Days, surrounded by fire that pours from his 

throne, with brilliant white hair and clothing 

(Daniel 7:9 – 10). Unlike the false pretenders 

represented by the four beasts, the Ancient of 

Days is the rightful ruler of his creation. And 

yet, as the vision continues, Daniel sees that 

the Ancient of Days is not alone. He is 

approached by ‘one like a son of man, 

coming with the clouds of heaven’ (Daniel 

7:13). In the Old Testament clouds are 

associated with God’s presence, for example, 

when Moses encounters God on Mount Sinai 

and when the people of Israel are led through 

the wilderness by a divine cloud. In addition, 

God is depicted as riding on clouds in the 

Psalms and prophetic texts (e.g. Psalm 68:4; 

Psalm 104:3-4; Isaiah 19:1 and Nahum 1:3). 

Therefore, ‘the clouds of heaven’ indicate the 

Son of Man’s divine identity; as Temper 

Longman notes, ‘He is riding the cloud 

chariot, which is the prerogative of God 

alone.’ (Longman, Daniel). The Son of Man is 

given full authority and receives a kingdom 

that cannot be destroyed (Daniel 7:14). The 

eternal and immovable nature of the Son of 

Man’s kingdom contrasts with the ephemeral 

rise and fall of the four beasts. 



 

8       

In Revelation, the application of Daniel 7:13 

to Jesus reveals that he is the Son of Man 

with sovereign authority who establishes a 

kingdom that will never pass away. The rest 

of Revelation sheds further light on the nature 

and unfolding of this kingdom. 

How does our hope in God’s Kingdom 

encourage and challenge us in our daily 

living? 

Jesus’ divine identity and sovereign power is 

highlighted further in the second half of 

Revelation 1. John’s vision of Jesus draws on 

language used in Daniel 10 to describe the 

radiance of an angelic being. In addition, 

Jesus’ long robe, his white hair and the 

description of his voice as ‘like rushing 

waters’ bring to mind Isaiah (6:1), Daniel (7:9) 

and Ezekiel’s visions of God (Ezekiel 1:24 

and 43:2). When Jesus describes himself as 

“the First and the Last” it tallies with God’s 

self-designation as ‘the Alpha and 

Omega…who is, and who was, and who is to 

come’ (Revelation 1:8).  

Jesus and the Church then 

The divine Son of Man stands among seven 

golden lampstands, which represent the 

seven churches to whom John writes. Though 

Jesus is the rightful lord of these churches, 

not all are living in accordance with his 

kingship. Only the churches in Smyrna (2:8-

11) and Philadelphia (3:7-13) are faithful 

without exception and are spared Jesus’ 

rebuke. These churches are praised for their 

faithful endurance in the face of opposition 

and persecution. The church in Laodicea 

(3:14 – 22) receives only reproach. This 

church is ‘lukewarm’ which, in contemporary 

English, brings to mind apathetic indifference. 

John’s reference is Laodicea’s lukewarm 

springs, which were useless in comparison to 

the hot springs at Hierapolis, which were 

seen to have medicinal benefits, and the cold 

springs at Colossae, which provided drinking 

water. The church is ineffective because it 

fails to recognise its dependence on Jesus 

(3:17). The churches in Ephesus, Pergamum, 

Thyatira and Sardis receive words of 

encouragement and reprimand. Ephesus has 

resisted false teaching but has lost the 

fervency of its first love (2:1-7). Pergamum 

has remained faithful through suffering but 

has not dealt adequately with deceitful 

doctrines (2:12-17). Thyatira has shown 

fervency in its service but, like Pergamum, 

has allowed false teaching to pull people 

away from truth (2:18-29). Sardis appears to 

be faithful but, underneath this façade, the 

church is dead (3:1-6). The church does have 

some who truly walk with Jesus. As Mitchell 

Reddish puts it, these faithful Christians 

provide a faint heartbeat for an otherwise 

lifeless corpse (Reddish, Revelation).  

Which aspects of Jesus’ challenge and 

encouragement to these seven churches 

most apply to us today? 

Richard Bauckham highlights the importance 

of reading the whole of Revelation as a letter 

to these seven churches, rather than 

separating Revelation 1 – 3 from the rest of 

the book.  

In doing this, attention to the diversity of 

these seven churches is important. A 

common perception is that Revelation was 

written to encourage persecuted Christians to 

persevere in their faith. This is true, but it is 

not the whole truth. Not all the Christians 

John writes to are being persecuted. In fact, 

the main problems that Jesus identifies are 

compromise and complacency. The 

polytheistic religion of the Roman Empire 

infiltrated all aspects of life, from the incense 

offered to gods and goddesses at public 

celebrations to the rituals that took place 

within business transactions. Fist century 

Christians had many opportunities to betray 

their allegiance to Jesus in order to receive 

the benefits of the Roman Empire and 

succeed economically. Therefore, alongside 

encouraging those facing opposition to 

preserve, Revelation challenges those who 

are compromising to repent.  
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Jesus and the Church now 

Both Revelation’s encouragement and its 

challenge are important for the church today. 

For some churches, persecution is 

devastatingly severe. Revelation encourages 

these churches by showing that the power of 

the beasts opposing them is real, but 

temporary. The ultimate victory belongs to 

Jesus an his faithful followers. The New 

Heavens and New Earth, where there is no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain 

(Revelation 21:4), is their eternal home. For 

other churches, the problem is compromise 

and complacency. Revelation challenges 

these churches to pay attention to Jesus’ call 

to repent.  

How can we respond? Let’s pray that, 

through the grace poured out in Jesus and 

the power of his Spirit, lost love is reignited, 

dead hearts are brought to life, deceitful 

doctrines are challenged, and self-centred 

dependency replaces prideful, self-

sufficiency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Resources for studying 

Revelation  

There are further resources available on the 

Methodist Church website here: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-

bible/bible-month/  

https://www.biblegateway.com 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-bible/bible-month/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-bible/bible-month/
https://www.biblegateway.com/

